
  
Fourth Sunday of Advent – December 23, 2018 

Church  
The Catholic Church of St. Ann is open daily from  
7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. for prayer and meditation.    

 

Daily Mass 
     Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 7:00 a.m.  
     Tuesday & Thursday: 7:00 p.m. 
     Saturday:  9:00 a.m. 
     First Friday: 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m. (only when school is  
                                in session) & 7:00 p.m. 
 

Weekend Mass 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.  
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m. 

 

Holy Day Mass 
     Vigil: 7:00 p.m. 
     Holy Day: 7:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. (weekdays) 
 

Penance/Reconciliation 
Saturday: 9:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m. & 3:00 p.m.-3:45 p.m. 

       

St. Ann School                     Pre-K - 8th Grade 

Our dedicated and experienced faculty are committed to 
providing a quality education focused on Faith, Family and 
Community.   
Call Sr. Margaret Mary Hanlon in the School Office or 
email her at mhanlon@stannparish.com to register your 
child(ren).  Contact our school at 908-725-7787 to make 
an appointment to tour the school.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Church Calendar 
    Can be found on our website under NEW! Parish  
    Calendar of Events 
 

St. Ann PREP                           1 - 8th Grade 
Monday: 6:15 p.m.-7:30 p.m.   
Thursday: 6:15 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
Call Sr. Phyllis Vella in the Parish Office or email her at 
pvella@stannparish.com to register your child(ren). 

 

Special Needs PREP             1 - 8th Grade 
Thursday: 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.  
Call Sr. Phyllis Vella in the Parish Office or email  her at 
pvella@stannparish.com to register your child(ren). 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) and Adult Confirmation 

Are you or someone you know interested in becoming 
members of the Catholic Church?  Are you a Catholic 
who was baptized but never received the Sacraments 
of Reconciliation, Holy Communion or Confirmation?  
If so, please contact Deacon John Pacifico in the Parish 
Office or Deacon Rick Stevens at 908-910-0309 or 
email him at rstevens@stannparish.com. 

       

Donations by Electronic Giving 
The Catholic Church of St. Ann offers parishioners the 
opportunity to make Online church and school  
contributions!  Log onto www.stannparish.com, scroll 
down, click on give Online with WeShare.  You will be 
connected to a secure site to enter your  information. 
Thank you for your continued support! 
 

Registration 
Any new family or adult 18 and over, who has moved 
into the parish, are invited to stop by the Parish Office 
to complete a new parishioner form. Please notify us of 
any change of address. 
 

  Parish Office Hours 
    Monday-Friday: 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.   

Parish Mission Statement 

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we, the Catholic Church of St. Ann, embrace all as family and continue Christ's mission by  
exemplifying the love of God and neighbor as stewards of God's gifts to us. 

45 Anderson Street; Raritan, NJ  08869  
Telephone: 908-725-1008 • Fax: 908-707-1915 

Website: www.stannparish.com      
Email: info@stannparish.com             

Facebook: The Catholic Church of St. Ann- Raritan, NJ 

School: 29 Second Avenue; Raritan, NJ 08869 
Telephone: 908-725-7787 • Fax: 908-541-9335 

 Facebook: St. Ann School 
 

Convent:  29 Second Avenue; Raritan, NJ 08869 
Telephone: 908-725-2256 



2 

Permanent Deacons 
Deacon John Pacifico 
Deacon Roy Rabinowitz 
Deacon Rob Sause 
Deacon Rick Stevens 
 
 

Office Staff 
Mr. Miguel De Jesus, Director of Sacred Music 
Mrs. Christine Esposito, Social Ministry 
Mr. Lou Falconeri, Plant Manager 
Ms. Barbara Russell, Administrative Assistant 

Sacramental Information 
Baptism 

Sundays at 1:30 p.m. (must be scheduled with the Parish  
Office) Instructions for new parents take place on the first 
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m.  Please call Mrs. Christine  
Esposito at the Parish Office or email her at cesposi-
to@stannparish.com to make arrangements. 

 

Baptism Godparents 
Must be 18 years old, registered as an adult and be confirmed 
in the Catholic Church.  If you are married, your marriage 
must be recognized by the church. This is especially  
important if you wish to be a Godparent for Baptism.  It takes 
six months of attending Mass to be eligible for this privilege. 

 

Penance/Reconciliation 
We invite you to participate in the Penance & Reconciliation 
at the times specified in the front of this bulletin. 

 

Holy Eucharist 
We invite you to participate in the Holy Eucharist daily at the 
times specified on the front of this bulletin.  If you have not 
had the opportunity to make your Holy Communion, please 
contact the Parish Office.  

 

Confirmation Sponsors 
Must be 18 years old, registered as an adult and be confirmed 
in the Catholic Church.  If you are married, your marriage 
must be recognized by the church. This is especially 
important if you wish to be a Sponsor for Confirmation.  It 
takes six months of attending Mass to be eligible for this  
privilege. 

 

Marriage 
The common policy of marriage requires that arrangements 
with the church be made at least one year before the date of 
marriage and before any social plans are made.  Either the 
Bride or Groom must be a registered parishioner.  If you 
would like to get more information about getting married, 
please contact the Parish Office. 
 
 
 
 

 

Ministry Information 
Ministry to the Poor 

We help those who are experiencing financial difficulties with 
food, clothing, shelter, rent, PSE&G, and water bills.  Please 
call Mrs. Christine Esposito at the Parish Office or email her 
at cesposito@stannparish.com. 
 

Ministry to the Sick/Homebound 
Parishioners who are homebound are visited by our Deacons, 
Religious & Extraordinary Ministers.  If you know of someone 
that is seriously ill or hospitalized, please contact the Parish 
Office. 
 

Ministry to those that are pregnant and/or 
thinking of an abortion 

We are building a culture of Life through prayer and action 
serving our community, state and country.  We pray and 
serve along with the Pregnancy Aid and Information Center, 
helping those in crisis pregnancies and moms in need.  Please 
call at 908-256-8121 (24-hour hotline). 
 

Parish Ministries 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent – December 23, 2018 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Priests and Brothers 
of the Congregation of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri 

 

V. Rev. Peter R. Cebulka, C.O., Provost 
Rev. Thomas Odorizzi, C.O., Pastor 

todorizzi@stannparish.com 

Community of Religious Teachers of  St. Lucy Filippini 
Sister Margaret Mary Hanlon, MPF, School Principal/Superior 
Sister Dolores Toscano, MPF, Pastoral Associate 
Sister Phyllis Vella, MPF, Director of Religious Education 

 

Knights of Columbus News and Events 

 

THE KNIGHTS WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS &  
        HAPPY NEW YEAR  

¶ Please recycle your aluminum cans in our bins located 
 behind the Rectory.  

 

¶ Join the Knights: See a member for an Application  

 

Santo Nino  

¶ January 10 –January 18, 2019:  8:00 pm Santo Nino        
Novena Prayers in the Church  

 

¶ January 19, 2019: 5:30 pm Santo Nino Mass          
followed by celebration in the school cafeteria 

Next meeting Tuesday, January 8, 2019 at 7:00 pm in 
the Church Meeting Room 

 

Columbiettes 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Today we begin a series of catecheses on the Lord’s  Prayer. 
The Gospels have consigned to us very lively portrayals of 
Jesus as a man of prayer. Jesus prayed. Despite the urgency 
of his mission and the pressure from the many people mak-
ing demands on him, Jesus feels the need to withdraw in 
solitude and pray. Mark’s Gospel recounts this detail to us 
from the very first passage about Jesus’ public ministry (cf. 
1:35). Jesus’ inaugural day in Capernaum has ended in a 
triumphant way. Once the sun has set, multitudes of sick 
people have reached the door where Jesus is staying: the 
Messiah preaches and heals. The ancient prophecies and 
expectations of so many suffering people are fulfilled: Jesus 
is the God-with-us, the God who frees us. But that crowd is 
still small when compared to the many other crowds that 
will gather around the prophet of Nazareth; at certain times 
the gatherings are oceanic, and Jesus is at the centre of it all, 
the expectation of the peoples, the fulfilment of the hope of 
Israel. 
 

Yet he slips away; he does not end up being a hostage to the 
expectations of those, who by then, had declared him 
a leader, which is a danger for leaders: to be too attached to 
people, not to keep their distance. Jesus realizes this and 
does not end up being a hostage to the people. From the 
very first night at Capernaum, he shows he is an original 
Messiah. At the end of the night, when dawn is already 
breaking, the disciples are still seeking him, but are unable 
to find him. Where is he? Until Peter at last tracks him down 
in an isolated place, completely absorbed in prayer. And 
Peter tells him: “Every one is searching for you”! (Mk 1:37). 
The exclamation seems to be the appropriate phrase for an 
overwhelming success, proof of the successful outcome of a 
mission. 

But Jesus says to his own that he must go elsewhere; that it 
is not the people who seek him, rather it is above all he who 
seeks others. He must therefore not put down roots but re-
main a constant pilgrim on the roads of Galilee (vv. 38-39); 
as well as a pilgrim towards the Father, that is: praying. On  
a journey of prayer. Jesus prays.  

From the desk of… 

 

Bishop James F. Checchio  
 

December 13,  2018 

The Catholic Church of St. Ann, Raritan, New Jersey 

That people, who are involved in the 
service and transmission of faith, may 
find, in their dialogue with culture, a 
language suited to the conditions of 

the present time.  

Pope Francis Prayer Intention for  
December 2018  

In the Service of the Transmission of Faiths  

Pope Francis  
 

General Audience   
 

December 5, 2018 

 
My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Having spent almost 20 years living in Rome, one of my 
favorite Yuletide tunes is “I’ll be home for Christmas.” 
About half the time I was able to make it home for a 
Christmas visit with family. The song was recorded  
originally by Bing Crosby in 1943. The lyrics are sung 
from the point of view of an overseas soldier during WW 
II, writing a letter to his family. In the message, he tells 
the family that he will be coming home, and to prepare 
the holiday for him. He asks for “snow,” “mistletoe,” and 
“presents on the tree.” The song ends, however, on a 
melancholy note, with the soldier saying “I’ll be home 
for Christmas, if only in my dreams.”  
 

Yes, even if the soldier couldn’t physically be home for 
Christmas, his thoughts and dreams would take him 
there. Our thoughts and dreams are powerful, and 
sometimes they are what motivate us to act. Even 
though we won’t all be physically together this year at 
Christmas, I want you to know that my thoughts, dreams 
and prayers are with you and the people of our beautiful 
diocese as we celebrate Christmas and begin our year of 
spiritual awakening and evangelization in preparation 
for the consecration of our diocese to Jesus though Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. Our Lady has acted powerfully in the 
Americas and I pray that this upcoming year will indeed 
provide us with a divine intervention so that our Mother 
moves us more fully into the heart of her Son. I am    
hoping that our prayers, dreams and thoughts will     
motivate us to act to recommit ourselves to be sons and 
daughters committed to prayer, mercy and love, and 
that our actions may inspire others to dream with us, so 
that God’s Kingdom is lit afire here in our diocese.  
 

In 1531, on the day after Christmas, a new chapel 
opened in Mexico. Our Lady of Guadalupe had appeared 
to a poor Aztec Indian, named Juan Diego who was on 
his way to pray. She asked him to go to the bishop and 
tell him to build a church in her honor. To give credence 
to what Juan Diego would say, she gave roses to him to 
place under his poncho. Since it was winter, these    
flowers were to convince the bishop that Juan Diego was 
not hallucinating. Before he left for his mission, he asked 
the woman her name and she replied: “Call me mother.”  
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/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ нлму 
 
5ŜŀǊ tŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ !ƴƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ  
 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊŀǘƻǊȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ wŀǊƛǘŀƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎ 
ŦŜŜƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ tŀǎǘƻǊΦ L ŀƳ ǎƻ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ L 
ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ {ǘΦ !ƴƴΩǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘΦ  
 
!ǎ ǿŜ ǇƻƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŎŀǊƴŀǝƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ǿŜ ƎǊƻǿ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ  
ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻȅ -- ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƭŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ             
ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇ bŜǊƛΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǇǇƛƭȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ hǳǊ      
hǊŀǘƻǊȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜΦ hǳǊ hǊŀǘƻǊȅ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ƨƻƛƴǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ !ƴƴΣ Iƻƭȅ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ wŀǊƛǘŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ           
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛǳƴŜ DƻŘΦ  
 
¢ƘŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΤ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Řŀȅǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ  ƧƻȅŦǳƭƭȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ 
{ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴΣ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǳƴŦŀǘƘƻƳŀōƭŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ 
²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŀƴ ŀǿŀƪŜƴƛƴƎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŭƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ƎƛƊ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎ ƴƻǿ ǎŜŜƪǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎΦ 

 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜ ƻŦ aŜǘǳŎƘŜƴΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀƭƛƎƴ 
ƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƴŜȄǘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мн ǘƻ aŀǊȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǝǘƭŜ ƻŦ hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ ƻŦ DǳŀŘŀƭǳǇŜΣ vǳŜŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ƘŜǊ 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ Ƴŀȅ ƻǳǊ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎ ŘŜŜǇŜƴΣ ŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƻǇŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ .ȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ    ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ  
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƻǳǊ [ŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ǳǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴΦ wŜƳŀƛƴ ŀǧŜƴǝǾŜ ǘƻ ŜǾŜƴǘ               
ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ нлмфΦ 
 
L ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΧ Ƴŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ Iƻƭȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ .Ŝ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΗ 
 
 
                                                        tŜŀŎŜΗ 

 
 
                                                                                                               
                                                                                                   
                                                                                             
                                                                                           CǊΦ ¢ƻƳ hŘƻǊƛȊȊƛΣ /ΦhΦ 



5 

The Catholic Church of St. Ann, Raritan, New Jersey 

May God protect the men & women serving  
in our Nation’s Armed Forces.     

Pray for the souls of those who have given their 
 lives in service to our country.  

LtCol Michael A. De Cicco; U.S. Army 

Victor Dulay, Jr; U.S. Marine Corps 

PFC Gavin John; U.S. Marine Corps 

LCpl Matthew John; U.S. Marine Corps 

CW4 Michael Lopez, Jr. 

PFC Vincenzo Mattei; U.S. Army 

Maj Michael Morella; U.S. Army 

Sgt Dan Neville; U.S. Marine Corps 

Zack Orecchio; U.S. Navy 

Pvt Tayla Rasmusson; U.S. Marine Corps 

PFC Daniel J. Salvo; U.S. Marine Corps 

Cpl Jonathan Schultes; U.S. Marine Corps 

LtCol Louis P. Simon; U.S. Marine Corps  

PFC Jerome C. Sunga; U.S. Army 

Jack Vara; U.S. Marine Corps  

PFC Daniel Viscariello; U.S. Marine Corps 

Sgt Janet Wyka; U.S. Army 

Capt Kaitlyn Zimmitti; U.S. Air Force 

We ask God’s blessing for the strengthening and healing of our 
sick and homebound:  

Anna Carra, Frank Cirianni, Mary Contino, 
Maria Anastasia D’Amore, Elyse, Frank DiBetta, 

Mary Felice, Frank Forte, Cindy Galvacky,  
Anthony Gambino, Arlene Gambino, Paul Gambino,  
Sara Gendlek, Victor Laggini, Gloria A. Lamaestra,  

Brianna Rose Larson, MaryAnn Mangiaracina,  
Mark Marshall, Austin McNamara,  Lori Monaghan,  

Ann Navatto, Don Palumbo, Joe Patore, Marie Richardson, 
Joseph Sgro, Cathy Stinziano, Danny Tibaldi,  

Joseph Tomaio, Rose Tozzi,  Ron Wyka,   
Alex Zachok, Betty Zimmitti  

 

All names will remain on the list for 4 weeks,  
unless otherwise requested. 

 

Altar Candle #1 for Antonio D’Anna 
Requested by D’Anna Family  

 

 Altar Candle #2 for Antonio D’Anna 
Requested by D’Anna Family  

 

Tabernacle Lamp for Carmella and Michael Sena 
Requested by Jim and RoseMarie 

 

Blessed Mother Lamp for Calo, Pecoriello &  
Gentile Families 

Requested by Calo Family 
 

Altar Flowers for Antonio D’Anna 
Requested by D’Anna Family  

Pray for those who are Sick in our Community 

Pray for those in the Military 

This Week’s Daily Bible Readings  Mass Intentions 
Monday, December 24 

7:00 a.m.  Giovanna Tedde-Mowbray by Mr. and Mrs. Starr 
      Giovannucci 
4:00 p.m.  Alberto Falco by Pasquale and Civita Truppi 
6:00 p.m.  Josephine Forktus by Rosary Altar Society 
Midnight Mass - People of the Parish 
 

Tuesday, December 25 

7:30 a.m.    Thomas and Susanne DeCicco by Virginia DeCicco 
10:00 a.m. David Pietro by Mirra Family 
12:00 p.m. Frank L. Carlone by the Carlone Family    

Wednesday, December 26 

7:00 a.m.     Richard Sabatino by Caterina and Nicola Grande 
Thursday, December 27 

7:00 p.m.     Albert and Vita DeSantis by Jane and Tom  
          DeSantis 
   Leonides Ramos by Maria Aurora Santos 
   Carmela and Angelo Casola by the Massa Family 
   Joseph & Eva Giaquinto by daughter JoAnn 

Friday, December 28 

7:00 a.m.   Louis Troisi, Sr. by wife and sons 
 

Saturday, December 29 
9:00 a.m.    Lukas Family by family 
4:00 p.m.    Maryjane and Bill Galvacky by Cindy and Chuck 
          Galvacky 
 

Sunday, December 30 

7:30 a.m.     People of the Parish 
10:00 a.m.   Domenico Natale by Emilia Natale 
12:00 p.m.   John Pacifico by nephew Deacon John Pacifico 
5:00 p.m.        Deceased Members of the Mongiello Family 
                  by family 

Altar Candles & Sanctuary Lamps 
are burning this week for: 

                                      Sunday 
Mi 5:1-4a; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39
-45 

                     Monday 
Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 
14a, 16; Lk 1:67-79 

                    Tuesday 
Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 
22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 
2:1-14 
Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 
2:15-20 
Day: Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 
1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 

 

                Wednesday 
 Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Mt 10: 
 17- 22 
 

               Thursday 
 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
 

                Friday 
 1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18 
 

              Saturday 
 1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 

Mass Schedule for  
Christmas and Solemnity of Mary 

Christmas: 
December 24 (Vigil): 4:00 pm,  6:00 pm, 12:00 Midnight 
December 25: 7:30 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm 
 

Solemnity of Mary: 
December 31 (Vigil): 7:00 pm 
January 1: 9:00 am, 7:00 pm 

Three consecutive Wednesdays, January 23, January 30 
and February 6, 2019, 10am-11:30am at the St. John 
Neumann Pastoral Center, 146 Metlars Lane, Pisca-
taway. This course will offer an opportunity to reflect on 
and discuss the challenges facing the Catholic Church 
today.  Presented by Fr. Greg Uhrig. Open to all ages. No 
charge, no registration needed. Any questions please 
call: (732) 529-7933 or email: guhrig@diometuchen.org  

Vatican II and the Church  
of the Third Millennium 



6 

 Fourth Sunday of Advent – December 23, 2018 
Parish Events 

Sunday, December 23 
 

Monday, December 24 
No PREP  
No School 
Parish Office Closed 
 

Tuesday, December 25 - The Nativity of the Lord 
No School 
Parish Office Closed 
No Bingo 
 

Wednesday, December 26 
No School 
Parish Office Closed 
 
 

Thursday,  December 27 
No PREP  
No School 
Parish Office Closed  

 

Friday, December 28 
No School 
Parish Office Closed 
 

Saturday, December 29 
 
 

Sunday, December 30 
 
 
 

   [C = Church, CMR = Church Meeting Room, CL = Church Loft,  PMR = Parish   
           Meeting Room,  S = School,  SC = School Cafeteria,  SL=School Library] 

 

Weekly Offering...December 16, 2018 

Do you feel frustrated or angry with your spouse? Have 
you thought about separation or divorce? This program 
helps couples heal and renew their marriages as a    
weekend experience with six follow-up sessions.           
Upcoming weekend: February 8-10, 2019. For more     
information call the Family Life Office at (732) 243-4573. 
To register call: Rich & Annette Colasuonno                  
(732) 236-0671 or email: 3024@retrouvaille.org.  

Retrouvaille - A Lifeline for Married Couples 

Total:  $ 10,773.00 
 

First Collection:                                                                          $    6,990.00 
Second Collection (Winter Fuel):                          $    1,930.00 
Online Offering:                                                              $    1,853.00 
 
Other:                                                                              $       346.00  
 
 
 

               Thank you for your generosity to our parish. 

 

Catholic Schools Week Open House Dates 

Monday,  January 27, 2019: 10:00 a.m. Mass followed by       
                   Open House (11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) 
Tuesday, January 29, 2019: 9:30 a.m. –11:30 a.m.  
Wednesday, January 30, 2019: 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Request a tour by calling: (908) 725-7787 
www.stannparish.com/schoolsite 

 

Our Smarter Start Program provides competitive          
high-quality academic programs, certified teachers, 
faith-based caring environment, full-day program  

and after care. 

Save the Date: St. Ann’s School 19th Tricky Tray will be 
on Saturday, April 6, 2019, doors open at 5:00 pm. Lots 
of baskets and a 50/50. Admission ticket will be $25.00 
and includes 1 sheet of regular basket tickets.  

—————————————————— 
Donations Needed: If you are interested in donating 
please contact St. Ann School at (908) 725-7787 or 
email: stanntrickytray@gmail.com 

Tricky Tray Save the Date & Donations Needed 

Please be aware Second Avenue between 2nd and 
3rd Street (in front of St. Ann’s School) will be   
changing to one way, northbound. Signs are being 
installed.  For the safety of our students, staff and 
those in our surrounding community please be 
aware and be careful.  Thank you!! 

Traffic Pattern Changes on Second Avenue 

Celebrate World Youth Day 2019 in New Jersey 

On January 26, 2019, 3pm-9pm, all in 8th through 12th 
grades are invited to attend. Spend the day with youth 
from our diocese celebrating locally as youth across the 
world observe World Youth Day in Panama. Fun-filled 
day with food, music, prayer and reflection and Mass 
with Bishop Checchio. Location: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Parish, 105 Summer Road, Three Bridges, NJ.  
Deadline to register: January 18, 2019 
To register go to:  diometuchen.org/wyd-in-metuchen 
Questions: (732) 243-4576 or contact: 
youth.ministry@diometuchen.org  

St. Ann Parish Music Corner 

Why is singing in the mass important? 
 

(from the General Instruction of the Roman Missal 39,41) 

The Christian faithful who come together as one in     
expectation of the Lord’s coming are instructed by the 
Apostle Paul to sing together Psalms, hymns, and       
spiritual canticles (cf. Col 3:16). Singing is the sign of the 
heart’s joy (cf. Acts 2:46). Thus St. Augustine says     
rightly, “Singing is for one who loves,” and there is also 
an ancient proverb: “Whoever sings well prays twice 
over.”  
The main place should be given, all things being equal, to 
Gregorian chant, as being proper to the Roman Liturgy. 
Other kinds of sacred music, in particular       polyphony, 
are in no way excluded, provided that they correspond 
to the spirit of the liturgical action and that they foster 
the participation of all the faithful.   
Since the faithful from different countries come together 
ever more frequently, it is desirable that they know how 
to sing together at least some parts of the Ordinary of 
the Mass in Latin, especially the Profession of Faith and 
the Lord’s Prayer, according to the simpler settings. 


